
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




BOSTON, NOVEMBER, 1897. 

CVILS of a most malignant nature and fearful magnitude have overspread 
the Christian world, as it is called, because the professed disciples of 
Jesus have rejected or overlooked the pacific precepts and spirit of their 
Master. I am not willing to say merely that the establishment of 
universal and permanent peace upon earth is an important part, I say it is an 
essential part of the gospel. Where there is no peace, there is no Christianity. 
The great purpose of Christ's mission is accomplished only so far as men are 
persuaded to abandon all the arts of war, and live together as brethren. We 
can effect nothing if we aim only to abolish international wars. We must aim 
at the root of the evil, — aim to extirpate the spirit of war from the hearts of 
men — from our own hearts first of all — the spirit of revenge, hatred, malice. 
I know it is said, and said truly, that Christ came into the world to reconcile 
men to God. But this can be done only by reconciling them to one another. 
For we can love God only so far as we love our fellowmen. No adoration 
of the lips, no oblations, no sacrifices, are any evidence of piety in him who is 
at enmity with his neighbor. I know not how to labor in this cause but by 
inculcating these fundamental principles. When these principles are embraced 
by men, all private and public wars will cease. It was the mission of Jesus to 
inculcate these principles in his preaching, and to illustrate and enforce them in 
his life and death. Thus did he lay the foundation of the kingdom of heaven, 
the kingdom of peace. Upon that foundation we must build. 

Samuel J. May in 1838. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

American Peace Society. 



Article I. This Society shall be designated the 
Peace Society." 



'American 



Art. II. This Society, being founded od the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 
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behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Abt. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board oi Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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LESSONS OF THE GKAECO-TURKISH WAR. 

The Graeco-Turkish war is now sufficiently past for 
us to be able to draw, with some approximation to cor- 
rectness, the lessons which it tejaches. 

The most evident of these lessons is that war is becom- 
ing every year more horrible, and speedily losing every 
vestige of humanity. Much has been said of the more 
humane methods of modern warfare. But the improve- 
ment which is boasted of touches only certain incidental 
phases of war, as the treatment of prisoners and of the sick 
and wounded ; the cruel heart of the bloody business, the 
battlefield, has grown steadily more inhuman until, with 
the execution of modern shells and rapid-fire guns, it has 
become so unspeakably awful that no word or combina- 
tion of words in any language can describe its hideous- 
ness. To attempt to cover up this fact by pretense of 
war having become civilized is the most barefaced 
mockery. One Dr. Russell, who was an eye-witness of 
some of the scenes on the Greek frontier, says that no 
nightmare could have been more frightful. " No human 



eye ever rested on such revolting sights. Imagine 
masses of colored rags glued together with blood and 
brains, and pinned into strange shapes by fragments of 
bones. Conceive men's bodies riddled with shot, and 
scattered and dismembered limbs on every side, bodies 
lying with skulls shattered, faces blown off, flesh and 
gay clothing all pounded together as if brayed in a mor- 
tar, extending for miles, not very thick in any one place, 
but recurring perpetually for weary hours ; and then it is 
impossible, with the most vivid imagination, to picture 
the sickening reality of that butchery." 

What Dr. Russell saw, would have been " very thick in 
any one place" as well as " recurring perpetually for 
weary hours," if the Greek armies had been a match for 
the Turkish in size, equipment and discipline ; to say 
nothing of the fury of passion and madness which had 
preceded the sickening scene. It is useless to try to 
describe the extent of the utter destruction of every- 
thing in human shape on a future battlefield, where 
great disciplined armies furnished with modern arms 
shall meet in deadly array. The scene will be one whose 
inhumanity could not be outdone in the deepest depths 
of the bottomless pit. Whoever shall seek to justify 
war in our day, must get beyond all fine spun theories of 
self-defense in the abstract, or of the maintenance of 
national honor ; he must say, without making mealy 
mouths about it, that such a scene of horror and desola- 
tion and raging passion is, not simply inevitable, but 
perfectly right and in harmony with the principles of 
love and kindness. For everybody who upholds war 
and promotes preparation for it knows that what he is 
doing leads straight and naturally to this hideous reality. 
Another lesson of the recent war — a lesson repeated a 
thousand times in history, a threadbare lesson to which 
human brains seem so impervious — is that war settles 
nothing on the basis of right and justice. Its standard 
is might, not right. Civilized people everywhere believe 
that the cause for which Greece went to war — the cause 
of Cretan liberty — was a just cause. The island ought 
to be free at once and forever from Turkish misrule. 
But the result of battle was in favor of the biggest bat- 
talions. It is always in favor of the biggest battalions, 



